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Karachi killings

Activists of leftwing parties, civil society slam govt apathy

Call for peaceful
long-march against
killing spree

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
SLAMABAD
Activists of left-wing political
parties and civil society gath-
ered outside National Press
Club to express solidarity with
the violence-hit people of
Karachi and show their indig-
nation against government’s
‘inaction’ to control the kill-
ings spree in the southern
port city of Pakistan that has
left more than so people dead
in the last 48 hours.
Although their numbers
were small, their message
was loud and clear — ‘Huntnikle
hain Karachi ko bachane, ayo humare
saath chale’ (we are out to save
Karachi, come and join us).
The protesters were wearing
black arm bands and holding
placards inscribed with slo-
gans condemning government

indifference towards the pre-
carious situation. The protest
was held under the banner of
Insani Huqooq Ittehad (IHI), an
umbrella of a dozen civil soci-
ety organisations working for
human rights.

The protesters held the gov-
ernment responsible for the
situation and demanded an
immediate end to the target
killings in Karachi.

They also expressed concern
over the police’s helplessness
to curb the violence. They
claimed that the situation in
Karachi called for the entire
nation to stand up against the
tyrannies and say ‘enough is
enough, we can not bear it an-
ymore; if we let this continue
then we will be no more’,

They feared if the entire na-
tion did not unite for peace
the violence in Karachi will
increase and spread to the rest
of Pakistan.

“The government does not
seem serious in chalking out

9 palice is terrified
to take action against
these terrorists as
whenever there is
any operation police
personals are the first
to be Killed/targeted

QAU Professor Farzana Bari

strategies to stop the brutal
and incessant target killings
in Karachi which is trau-
matizing Karachiites,” said
Farzana Bari, a teacher at
Quaid-i-Azam University and
a human right activist.

Bari said the deteriorating
situation in Karachi gives a
clear picture of lawlessness.
“We will not let Karachi to be
divided on ethnic lines,” she
said.

“Every kind of mafias with
political backing was involved
in the bloedshed which ren-
dered the police helpless,” she
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RAISING VOICES: Activists hold placards and banners during protest organised against Karachi
killings by Insani Haqooq tehad outside National Press Club on Friday. PHOTO: MUHAMMAD JAVAID

remarked. Police are hedtant
to take action against terror-
ists as whenever there i; any
operation police perscnals
are the first to be targeed,”

she said.

Bari also stressed for meas-
ures to bring the situation
under control as Karachi
being the hub of economic

activities could further dete-
riorate the already precarious
econornic situation,

Hasan Nasir from Awami
Party Pakistan and a resident

I vy ity is
burning and my
people are dying

* Awami Party Pakistan chief

Hasan Nasir

of Karachi said people are
starving, children are crying
for milk as majority of the
shops are closed and people
are confined to their homes,
Nasir said if the situation per-
sists it will impact the whole
society stressing the need for
for a peaceful long march in
which all Pakistanis should
participate,

“My city is burning and my
people are dying,” he com-
mented sadly.

Jahangir Akhtar, a re-
nowned human rights activ-
ist who is going on a hunger
strike from September 12 for
ending corruption and reduc-
tion in the military budget.
Akhtar said the bill on cor-

ruption should be tabled in
parliament as has been done
in India.

“All politicians responsible
for the bloodshed in Karachi
should be held accountable
and punished,” he exhorted.
He said that unless people
come out on the streets, the
blood of innocent people will
continue to be shed through-
out the country,

Rakhshanda Parveen while
quoting the example of the
bomb blast on Friday in
Jamrud agency of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, said the entire
country is bleeding. Other
members of IHI, including
Seemi Kamal, Chairperson
National Commission on the
Status of Women (NCSW)
Anis Haroon, Naeem
Aurat Foundation’s Naeem
Mirza, Aalia Mirza and
prominent art curator and
women rights activists
Nageen Hayat also partici-
pated in the protest.



